The single publication H-index, introduced by A. Schubert in 2009 can be applied on all articles in the Hirsch-core of a researcher. In this way one can define the ''indirect H-index'' of a researcher.
In Schubert (2009), A. Schubert introduced the so-called single publication H-index. It is defined as follows: track all articles that cite this single publication and put them in decreasing order of citations they received. Then the Hirsch-index of this ranked set is called the single publication H-index of this single publication.
This single publication H-index is, hence, a measure of indirect impact of the single publication since it uses citations to the papers that cite this single publication.
Suppose now that we have a researcher with a set of publications. We can arrange these papers in decreasing order of the number of received citations and then we can calculate the Hirsch-index (H-index) of this set. This is then the h-index of this researcher at this time and we will denote it by h. It is well-known and clear that the h-index is a measure of direct impact since it is calculated on the direct citations received by the papers of this researcher.
For each paper in the h-core (i.e., the papers on ranks r = 1, 2,…,h) we can apply Schubert's single publication H-index, denoted H r for the paper on rank r. In a forthcoming paper we will study this sequence H 1 , H 2 ,…,H h in function of the direct h-index of a researcher (note that we reserve lower case h-index for the direct h-index and upper case H-index for the single publication H-indices in order to avoid confusion).
In Table 1 one can find the data for Egghe on April 21, 2011: papers in decreasing order of number of received citations, number of received citations and the single publication H-indices H r for each r = 1, 2,…,h (easily calculated from Thomson Reuters' Web of Science). It is clear that the direct h-index at that moment is h = 19. However, if we rearrange the column of H r values in decreasing order for r = 1, 2,…h we can calculate the H-index of this column. This is defined as the indirect H-index of this researcher (here Egghe). It measures the impact of the indirect citations to the papers of this researcher. For Egghe we have (at the mentioned time) H = 10.
In the forthcoming paper we will give more examples, so that comparisons of indirect impact are possible. We also present a Lotkaian model for the single publication H-indices and a formula for the indirect H-index (in terms of the direct h-index and Lotkaian parameters). We also study another measure of indirect impact: the average of the values H 1 , H 2 ,…,H h and also for this measure of indirect impact we give a formula in terms of the direct h-index and Lotkaian parameters.
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